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House Bill 13-1042:  Signed by the Governor on June 1st, HB 1042 will allow “state-licensed medical marijuana businesses to claim a state income tax deduction for business expenses that are otherwise eligible to be claimed as a federal tax deduction but are disallowed [on federal tax returns] by Section 280E of the Internal Revenue Code, such as rent and personnel costs,” for income tax years commencing on or after January 1, 2014. The effective date of HB 1042 is subject to a referendum petition being filed pursuant to section 1(3) of article V of the Colorado Constitution. Otherwise, the January 1, 2014 date applies. 
Senate Bill 198:  Signed by the Governor on May 25th, SB 198 provides that a court may close the proceedings if it determines that the best interest of a child in a closed proceeding overrides the public interest in an open criminal proceeding and the defendant’s right to a public trial, “when images of sexually exploitative materials or forensic interviews directly related to said child are being presented as evidence in court and the child or forensic interviewer is on the witness stand.” 
House Bill 13-1240: Signed by the Governor on May 28th, HB 1240 modifies the definitions and penalties for persistent drunk drivers, the most significant being:

· lowers the Blood Alcohol Content (BAC) threshold for a person to be considered a persistent drunk driver from 0.17 BAC to 0.15 BAC;

· adds a person whose license is revoked for refusing a BAC test to the list of persons who may be defined as a persistent drunk driver;

· requires that a persistent drunk driver use an interlock device on his or her vehicle for one year after their driver’s license has been reinstated;

· allows those who have had their license revoked for one year for DUI, DUI per se or DWAI, to apply for reinstatement for one month, provided he or she has an interlock device and is over 21. The same option applies for those who refuse a breathalyzer test after a two-month revocation period;

· requires the Department of Revenue to assist in the cost of the interlock device for indigent persons under the above circumstances; and

· allows most revocation penalties for offenses that occur on or after January 1, 2014 to run concurrent instead of consecutively. 

   The effective date of HB 1240 is January 1, 2014, with the effective date of the funding mechanism in section 6 of the bill being upon signature of the Governor. 

House Bill 13-1292:  Signed by the Governor on May 25th, HB 1292 “requires construction projects financed in whole or part by state funds employ a workforce of at least 80 percent Colorado residents for certain classifications of skilled and common labor.” A waiver is possible to the agency financing a project “if there is reasonable evidence to demonstrate there is not sufficient Colorado labor available to perform the work.” 

   HB 1292 has a number of provisions that benefit Colorado and its citizens, the most significant being: 

· competitive best value bidding is added to the law which allows the entity soliciting bids to consider factors other than cost, such as a vendor’s employment practices or reliability when awarding a bid; 

· vendors must certify that work under a contract will be performed in the United States, or must seek a waiver of this requirement; and

· disclosure requirements require that prospective vendors for state contracts must disclose where services will be performed and whether any services are anticipated to be performed outside the state of Colorado, including if outside the United States, and why it is necessary or advantageous to go outside the state to perform the contract.

Senate Bill 13-264:  In 1977, the General Assembly recognized rural and underserved communities in the state by creating the Commission on Family Medicine (COFM) in the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment. The COFM works to recruit, educate and retain family medicine physicians in these areas of Colorado. SB 264, passed and signed by the Governor on May 24th, requires the COFM to support the development of rural family medicine residency programs. The bill becomes effective if the General Assembly adjourns on May 8, 2013, as scheduled, and if no referendum petition is filed (petition filing deadline, August 7, 2013).
   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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